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SENTINEL 

Keene, New Hampshire 
June 18, 1963 

Tough Days Ahead 

There must be seme public relations accounts that 
are easy to handle by the professional image-makers; oth¬ 
ers'must be more difficult. 

The agency handling publicity for the Tobacco Insti¬ 
tute, Inc., certainly is one that has its work cut out for it 
these days, what with one thing and another. 

The Institute has a little house organ it publishes 
quarterly, called Tobacco News. 

In its most recent issue, Tobacco News, as usual, dis¬ 
puted some of the research on lung cancer. It declared 
that, “Some new looks are being given the statistics which 
have reported cigarette smoking associated with lung 
cancer and some other diseases. 

"A prominent American doctor recently was reported 
by the Associated Press as saying at the International 
Congress of Chest Physicians that -'there are no statistics 
to prove that smoking causes cancer of the lung—that is 
only an inference by statisticians.’ ” 

The editors neglected to identify the doctor. 

.In another edition, Tobacco News editors made fur¬ 
ther efforts to ease their readers’ minds on the same 
. subject. 

They explained, for example, that: 

' 9 Two New Orleans scientists report finding 48 cases 
of primary lung cancer in nuns, in study covering 483 
Catholic hospitals. They noted, of course, that cigarette 
.smoking is prohibited among nuns. 

* Many scientistsTielieve the recent increase in lung 
cancer deaths being reported is due in large part to better 
. diagnosis and the aging of the population. A study in 1911 
concluded that probably only 11 per cent of lung cancers 

were accurately diagnosed at that time. 

# ' 

That particular roster of soothing news notes was 
concluded oy a quote from Dr. Clarence Cook Little, who 
said, “Much research reported in the past few years has 
tended to weaken, rather than to support* the hypothesis 
that cigarette smoking is a causative factor in lung 
cancer. 

Dr. Little, however, is scientific director of the To¬ 
bacco Industry Research Committee. 
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